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her the overwhelming strength of his forces and the useless-
ness of further struggle, and urged her to yield; but she replied
that she "was the daughter of one who knew no fear, and was
determined to walk in his steps till death." So the bombard-
ment continued. Again a second time he tried a parley, urging
upon her still more forcible arguments, but with the same
result, Catherine hoped that her half-sister, the Empress of
Germany, would induce the Emperor Maximilian to send her
assistance; but the latter dreaded Csesar Borgia too much to
do so, and no help came to the beleaguered castle of Forli.

All through December 1499 the furious contest went on,
the castle being continuously attacked, but successfully beat-
ing off all assaults. Damage done to the defences by clay was
regularly repaired each night, and Catherine's resource seemed
inexhaustible; while the higli spirit with which she conducted
her defence, and encouraged the sinking hearts of her troops
as their numbers gradually dwindled, won the admiration even
of her foes, and especially of the French, who swore they
would like to serve under her command. Catherine at this time
wore armour permanently, and there is still to be seen a suit
of woman's plate armour said to have been hers, which may
have been that worn by her during this siege.20

"On the last night of the year she took counsel till late
at night with her captains and engineers, and at early morn
made a thorough inspection of the entire castle. From the
height of the chief tower, which she had climbed to look
down on the city, the enemy's camp, and the ravaged and
snow-clad plain, she saw the dawn of a new century, and the
sun rise on the ist of January 1500." 21

Four days later a breach was made in the castle walls which
could not be repaired, and the enemy forced their way in.
But Catherine retreated to the citadel, and still stood at bay,
and her beloved "Paradiso" was defended to the end. "Never,"
wrote Grunello, "had been seen a woman of such spirit." At
length, when the castle was crowded with the enemy, the